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SUBJECT: MAY 17-18 EC POLITICAL DIRECTORS DISCUSSION OF 
AFRICA 

1 . THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE TOOK NOTE THAT THE WORKING 
GROUP WOULD COMPLETE ITS STUDY ON SOUTH AFRICA BEFORE THE 
NEXT POLITICAL DIRECTORS MEETING JUNE 14-15. THE 
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PRESIDENCY BELIEVES THAT THERE HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE 
PROGRESS IN FORMULATING DECENT CONCLUSIONS WITH REGARD TO 
THE NINE'S POLICY TOWARD SOUTH AFRICA AND THAT SOMETHING 
WORTHWHILE WILL EMERGE FROM THIS EXERCISE. 

2. ON NAMIBIA, THE WORKING GROUP WAS ASKED TO HAVE 
READY BY THE NEXT MEETING A SUGGESTED DRAFT REPLY TO 
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SOUTH AFRICA'S NOTE OF MARCH 1 1 . THERE WAS SOME DISCUS- 
SION CONCERNING THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE NINE’S REPLY 
SHOULD TAKE ACCOUNT OF WHAT THE FIVE POWERS HAVE BEEN 
DOING CONCERNING NAMIBIA. SOME POLITICAL DIRECTORS SUG- 
GESTED THAT THE ECS REPLY SHOULD REFER ONLY INFERENTIAL! .Y 
TO THE CONTACT GROUP S EFFORTS BUT OTHERS SAID THAT THAT 
WAS UNREALISTIC AND WOULD SIMPLY CONFUSE THE SOUTH 
AFRICANS. 

3. THE SITUATIONS IN ANGOLA AND ZAIRE WERE BRIEFLY DIS- 
CUSSED AND THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE DIRECTED THE EXPERTS 
TO KEEP CLOSE WATCH ON EVENTS THERE. THE PRESIDENCY IN- 
FORMED THE NINE THAT ON MAY 14 THE FOREIGN MINISTER OF 
ZAIRE HAD EXPRESSED HIS APPRECIATION TO THE BRITISH AM- 
BASSADOR IN KINSHASA FOR THE EC'S APRIL 18 STATEMENT 

ON AFRICA. 

4. THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE DIRECTED THE WORKING GROUP TO 
COMPLETE ITS REPORT ON THE HORN AND DRAW SOME GENERAL CON- 
CLUSIONS. THE FRENCH ACCEPTED THE IDEA OF ANALYSIS BUT 
RESISTED THE PROPOSITION THAT CONCLUSIONS SHOULD BE 
DRAWN. 

5. THE PRESIDENCY BRIEFED THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS ON THE 
ZAMBIAN-RHODESIAN BORDER SITUATION AND DESCRIBED THE 
MESSAGES BETWEEN OWEN AND CALLAGHAN, AND KAUNDA. THE 
PRESIDENCY CIRCULATED AN ASSESSMENT WHICH CONCLUDED THAT 
THERE WAS NO IMMEDIATE RHODESIAN THREAT TO ZAMBIA NOR WAS 
ANOTHER RHODESIAN ATTACK ON BOTSWANA LIKELY. IN UK VIEW, 
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SOUTH AFRICA WOULD IOIN US AND UK EFFORTS TO CONVINCE 
THE RHODESIANS TO EXERCISE RESTRAINT. THE FRG SAID THAT 
SCHMIDT HAD RECEIVED A MESSAGE FROM KAUNDA ON THE 
THREATENED RHODESIAN ATTACK AND ASKED IF OTHERS HAD 
GOTTEN SIMILAR MESSAGES. THERE WERE NONE. 

6. RESPONDING TO A DUTCH QUESTION ABOUT THE ANGLO- 
AMERICAN INITIATIVE, THE BRITISH STRESSED THAT UK AND 
US EFFORTS TO FIND A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE RHODESIAN 
PROBLEM WERE BEING PRESSED ON AND HE NOTED THAT THE 
CONSULTATIVE GROUP WAS ALREADY IN THE AREA. 

SPIERS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL STABILITY, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, COMMITTEES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 19-May-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LONDON08331 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 96-1 1 1 7, D7701 78-1 146 

Format: TEL 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770540/aaaabibp.tel 

Line Count: 110 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 5f385e90-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: NOFORN 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NOFORN 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 -Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2455971 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MAY 17-18 EC POLITICAL DIRECTORS DISCUSSION OF AFRICA 
TAGS: PFOR, EC, XA 
To: STATE BONN 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/5f385e90-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



